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Vandalism disadvantages the

The Thepartment of Water and Sanitation in Free
State wonld like o condemn bn strongest terms
the vandalism of waler infrasirocione & seen in
SOTTE prarts o the provinee,

The department has learnt with nmach shock
the wandalism of some waler tanks that have
been delivered in some arcas as part of Covid-19
imterventioms,

Waradalism of water infrastructure is amongst
the worsl offences being perpetrated by some

criminal clements in oar ro:..pm.'li:vc comrmanilics
and this act has dive consequences as it causes
interruplion in waler -.u;:g:-]:.-.

Ta date, the Department of Water and
Sanitation has rolled out a total of 1 991 water
tanks to various muenicipalities throughout the
province as part of government s cfforts o reduce
the spread of the coromavirus pandemic. This is
in line with World Health Organisation’s adwvice
that the regelar washing of hands with soap will

most vulnerable communities

reghisce the a[m'.'ad. af coromavirus.

Whilkst cormpnumity members are encouraged
1oy wash their hands regularly with soap the
department would like to urge water vsers o
di g0 without wastage and save as much water
as possibile.

Free Btate provincial head D Tseliso Niili
savs those who vandalise water infrastructuce
showld face e full might of the law amnd oot be
sparest of any harsh sentence.

He d.rguu:-d. thal the waler lanks are mpﬂ:ia_ll:r
cretical at the moment given thespike in Covid-19
prwitive cases. WS wilise plastic taps instead of
copper taps intentionally to deter theft, but these
plasthc taps kave also come under attack.
According to Criminal Procedure Act, 1977
those tound 1o have tempered, damaged or
destroyped  essential infrastrocture should face
@ severe penalty sucl as imprisonment of up Lo
30 years. This inchudes those who coflude with

or msnist anctler person in lempering, damaging
or destroying cssential infrastruciure. In the case
of 4 corporate body & contemplated in section
33X 2 of the Crimvinal Pracedure Act, 1977, a
fine not exceeding R100 milion will be impased.

Communities shold remain forever wigilant
and veport any forms of vandalism to the loecal
police as most criminal elements that commit
these crimies are members of the wery same
comouuity. The department also imploces all
communities to ke charge of the infrastructere
provided 1o them and ensore its safzry,
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